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A rose is'a rose is 4
it’s the Desert Rose Band: The
it’s a garden of musical delights. -

On Friday night, during its sec- ,
ond appearance at the Ventura .. pot Biroes

banjo p:cker Herb Pedersen, -re-

nowned for hxs voeal hannonies,“;

«n'mu,-

N headl]nedﬁdouble-bi]l that was a

songwriters’ showcase for listeners musi’c and a genterpiece Peder

and old home week for the musi- -
~ , unnsbﬂn °f‘§~>ﬁilt Band, a five-piece that .
the year by the Academy of Coun- - . N o o

try Music, the Desert Rose Band is -
country-western for thinking folks, -
Actually, it's unfair to label Desert -
Rose as a “country” band when the -
themes and melodies of its songs -
_are so far-reaching. '

“ Youwll find nary a tear in this
band’s beer. Band leader and

former Byrd Chris Hillman, a nine-
_year Ventura County resident, ad-

dresses issues and not simply
emotion in his music. On Fri
night, -
Nﬂsmspntdbythosewholwein

and around me Ventm-a Rtver
i #For

also included the mmainmg seven

tracks off the group’s latest album, -
“Running” on MCA Records, tunes
from the group’s self-titled debut -

albumandaprev:ewofmatena&

Hillman took. mst of the lead
vocals and accompanied himself on-

various acoustic guitars fitted with
‘electronic pickupsandabaéhery
packattached to ks belt.
ukethemsto{theband wlth"
mé' eéption of pedal steel player

Ja?DeeMmm,whoappearedto

f{g 1987 debut LP.

‘country lullabye “Biding My Time,’

“but; during the Ventﬁ;m

; ’Venmlbokﬁormuatﬂxem

 pure country

" Openiing the show was the Steve -

‘played an hour’s worth of original -
music, some Cajun tunes and gems -
‘by Hank Williams and Gregg All
man. L1
- That Steve Hill performed 80

,minutesoforigtna.lmateﬂalisn’t

‘remarkable unless music lovers |
know his history. With Hillman, the
Thousand Oaks resident co-wrote’’
seven of the 10 songs included on :
“Runnin and contributed to the
bulk of on Desert Roses"‘

*Followers of the ~Hillman/Hill:

“-collaboration wondered how Hill -
- would handle the dilemma. It's hot -
~good show business form' to up-

Rose or Steve Hill project, was the;

other Hillman/Hill gem.
Hilb s a it

showheihnitedhimse]ftovocals

gmtarandﬁdlt (Hep}aysamean
" keyboards and- other

Oxnard, - Mondays through

re "?‘Wemsda;s, and on Thursdays af,
_DW. Ménwmrfs at ’Channel

Islands




